
Figure 1. An example of a letter with the stamp “Taxe Perçue”

Figure 2. Letter mailed recently with insufficient postage

The term "Taxe Percue" is used
internationally. This is shown by the
Brasilian stamp used in 1991. The French
stamp "Taxe a Percevoir" indicates that a taxe
is to be collected.
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Taxe Perçue
by Rudolf Keller

Occasionally a letter appears in my
mail and my collection that bears a
notation "taxe perçue". It is evidently
applied to letters that are carrying
insufficient postage. "Taxe Perçue" means
"postage collected;" it is in the French
language, which is the official language of
the Universal Postal Union. It informs
the receiving postal office or service that
the proper postage has been paid and no
postage due should be collected.

Figure 1 shows an example. The
letter was mailed from Swit2erland; it is an
"air-letter" or aerogram and consists of one
sheet of paper, to be written on on one side,
then folded to be addressed on the other
side. Such letters could be mailed at a
reduced rate, at the same rate as applied to
post cards. It appears that this was no
longer the case when the letter was mailed,
as the postage had to be upgraded from
CHF 1.30 to CHF 1.80, the now normal
First Class (Air Mail) rate for overseas
letters as well as post cards. Accordingly,
the missing CHF 0.50 was then collected,
and the letter immediately mailed on without additional postage, but with the advising "Taxe
Perçue."

As normal procedure, Swiss post offices
do not return letters with insufficient postage
to the sender, but mail them on without delay
and send the sender a bill in the missing
amount plus a handling fee of CHF 0.50. This
is illustrated by Figures 2 and 3. Figure 2
shows a recent letter mailed from Winterthur,
Swit2erland, with the postage of a domestic A
letter (priority mail). It was received from a
mailbox pertaining to (continued on page 15)
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“I'm making a milkshake for the
AHPS board meeting, silly!!!”

Caption Contest
Well, upping the ante seems to have

worked! We have a number of entries for con-
test number 3. The winning en-
try, submitted by Donn Lueck.
Donn wins a free year's dues.
Congratulations Donn. Here
are some of the other entries.
Silvercigar (a pseudonym) wrote
"Cow tipping gone bad." Harlan
Stone offered "Philatelic bliss is
rolling in a field of Swiss cross
control marks." From John Bur-
ridge, "Happy cows come from
Valais."

There were a couple of youth entries too,
from the sons of Chris and Rosita Fuchs in Swit-
zerland. The 9-year old wrote "Will someone
please tickle me..." The 10-year old offered "Oh,
this is great, now I'll need a ladder to get down
11" Good work guys. Keep it up and you have a
great chance of winning. Be sure to let us have
your first names next time.

For contest number 4 we have the peripa-
tetic Globi carrying
mail. Imagine
what he might be
saying as he plies
his route. Your
entries should be
humorous, as well
as printable in a
family publication
such as Tell. You
may enter as often as you wish. Entries will be
judged by a jury composed of funny guys Ernie
Bergman, John Barrett and Gordon Trotter.
Send your entries to Gordon by email at
trotters2@verizon.net or by post to 10626 Fable
Row, Columbia, MD 21044. Entries must be re-
ceived no later than September 21.

From the President's
Album:

by Harlan F. Stone
Vice President Bruce Marsden received

notice from the Internal Revenue Service in late
June that our society is now exempt from federal

income taxes as a non-profit educational organi-
zation. Our new status under section 501(c)3 of
the Internal Revenue Code also allows us to ac-
cept tax-deductible donations from the public

(including our members) and to re-
ceive tax-deductible bequests from
estates. Bruce has earned the
gratitude of all members for ena-
bling AHPS to finally succeed in
attaining this very beneficial posi-
tion.

Congratulations also to
Chuck LaBlonde for publication of
his 4th book on Swiss mail routes
during World War II, either alone
or as a co-author. He promises a

5th book with a very Swiss flavor but nothing to
do with World War II. We have helped Chuck in
his publishing ventures through grants and
loans because one of our ongoing goals as an
educational organization is to support new lit-
erature on Swiss subjects by American authors
writing in English.

Western Regional Trustee Donn Lueck
has informed the AHPS Nominating Committee
that he is retiring from our Board of Trustees.
His service as regional director (the former title)
goes back at least to 1995. During most of his
tenure he has been responsible for recommend-

Swiss Literature For Sale

Must have books for the Swiss collector.
Books are in like new condition.

Current Your
Retail Price 

Sitting Helvetia Imperforate 1854-1863
Urs Hermann 	CHF 395 	 $200

Rayon I Columbi,Stadeli,Streiff CHF 250 $100

Rayon II Muller 	CHF 250 	 $100

Strubel Hunziker 	 ? 	 $20

Standing Helvetia 1882-1907
Guinand, Valko, Hertsch 	 ? 	 $28

The Imperforate Sitting Helvetia 1854-1863
Brach 	 $100 	 $50

Prices are Postage Prepaid. Email me at
mpeter@tritechcoatings.com or
send funds to: PO Box 50256, St. Louis, MO.
63105
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ing AHPS annual convention sites, and he has
successfully implemented his own 1997 proposal
to schedule these meetings several years in ad-
vance. At present we know where we will be
meeting through 2013. I have known Donn
since the ARIPEX show in 1977 or 1981. On be-
half of all AHPS members I thank him for his
loyal support of our society activities. Donn as-
sures me that he will continue to collect revenue
stamps from Switzerland and other countries for
another 15 to 20 years. Central Regional Trus-
tee Mike Peter has volunteered to take over the
identification of future convention locations.

Distribution of the new AHPS booklet
Swiss Stamps — Something for Everyone contin-
ues. A news release describing this booklet and
an AHPS membership application are now going
into each box that the American Philatelic Soci-
ety uses to send sales circuit books to APS mem-
bers who request Swiss stamps. The booklet
itself was available at the APS affiliates' table at
Stampshow in Hartford during August 14-17.
Sample copies and/or announcements have been
distributed to U.S. philatelic publications, the
editors of the Great Britain Helvetia Philatelic
Society Newsletter and Schweizer Briefmarken
Zeitung in Switzerland, and regional Swiss con-
sulates in the United States. Copies have also
gone to all AHPS members. More copies are
available from Secretary Dick Hall (addresses on
page 2).

AHPS members have another opportu-
nity to break into exhibiting through another
team competition, this one scheduled for the
next APS Ameristamp show in Arlington, Texas,
during February 20-22. We need five members
who will each enter a one-frame (16-page) dis-
play. Two changes in the rules will make it eas-
ier for team scores to rise. Instead of requiring

each team to include three new exhibits, each
team will earn a 5-point bonus for each new ex-
hibit; and instead of requiring each of the five
entries to be a different type, each team will
earn a 5-point bonus for each different type. I
have ready a new exhibit for the postal history
section. If you're interested, please contact me
(addresses on page 2) so I can coordinate forma-
tion of the team. We were 2nd out of eight teams
at Ameristamp 08.

Two AHPS members, Steve Turchik and
I, are among the first to qualify for the new
Diamond Award pin that the American Associa-
tion of Philatelic Exhibitors has announced for
long-time exhibitors in recognition of sustained
excellence. We received our pins during Stamp-
show in Hartford last month, Steve for winning
at least 10 gold medals at national-level shows
for his Strubel exhibit, and I for a similar
achievement with my Sitting Helvetia exhibit.
Exhibitors can also qualify for the AAPE award
if they have won gold medals with at least six
different multi-frame exhibits.

PIPEX Alert
by George Struble

Our next AHPS convention will be in con-
junction with PIPEX in Portland, Oregon next
May 22-24. We are advised that the frames for
PIPEX exhibits will fill up early, so it's not too
early to apply to show our exhibits. At this writ-
ing, the prospectus and application forms are
not yet on the website, www.nwfedstamps.org,
but they are available from the exhibits chair
Tony Wawrukiewicz, P O Box 19568, Portland,
OR 97280, or tonywaw@spiritone.com , or from
me. In future TELLs we will have more infor-
mation on other aspects of PIPEX.

I. G. STAMPS 	SWITZERLAND
Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 

• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history.
• Each item has a brief description and picture.
• You can search for your particular collecting interest.
• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list.
• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me. I will send you a

printed copy of your collecting interests.
Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1 SL, England

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 
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Status Report on the Swiss Book
August 2008

by Dick Hall
The following is the status of each chapter in our forthcoming book. We are almost done!

Please read the listing over carefully and, if you can assist, please contact me.

Chapter 1 	 Introduction 	 Done
Chapter 2 	 Pro Juventute Stamps 	 Done
Chapter 3 	 National Festival Stamps 	 Done
Chapter 4 	 Early Commemorative Issues 	 Done
Chapter 5 	 Post-War Commemorative Issues 	 Done
Chapter 6 	 Twentieth Century Definitives 	 Done
Chapter 7 	 Self-Adhesive Stamps 	 Done
Chapter 8 	 Cantonals 	 Done
Chapter 9 	 Rayons 	 Done
Chapter 10 	 Strubels 	 Done
Chapter 11 	 Sitting Helvetias 	 Done
Chapter 12 	 Standing Helvetias 	 Done
Chapter 13 	 Cross & Numerals 	 Text done, need illustrations 	F
Chapter 14 	 Air Mails and Flights 	 Done
Chapter 15 	 Officials (the Zumstein D I and D II issues) 	 NEED 	F
Chapter 16 	 Postage Dues 	 Text done, need illustrations 	F
Chapter 17 	 Franchise Stamps 	 Done
Chapter 18 	 Postal Stationery 	 Done
Chapter 19 	 Booklets, Tête-Bêche and Interspace Pairs 	 Done
Chapter 20 	 International Organizations (the Zumstein D III and up) Done
Chapter 21 	 Revenues 	 Done
Chapter 22 	 Soldier Stamps 	 Done
Chapter 23 	 Hotel Stamps 	 Done
Chapter 24 	 Miscellaneous Issues

ATM Stamps 	 Done
Railroad Stamps 	 Done
Kocher Stamps 	 Done
Campione d'Italia 	 Done
Telegraph Stamps 	 NEED 	F
UN Geneva 	 NEED 	F

Chapter 25 	 Liechtenstein 	 Done
Chapter 26 	 Postal History 	 Done
Chapter 27 	 Cancels 	 Done
Chapter 28 	 Forgeries 	 Done
Chapter 29 	 Errors and Varieties 	 Need 19th Cent. and 1900 UPU,

20th Cent. done, need some illustrations 	F
Chapter 30 	 How to Get Started 	 Need suggestions 	F
Chapter 31 	 Resources

Mostly done, let me know of any important books/articles you think we need to include. 	F
Chapter 32 	 Swiss Tricks and Traps 	 Mostly done, need suggestions 	F
Glossary 	 Need suggestions 	F
Multi-lingual Dictionary 	 Done
Index 	 THE LAST THING!

Here are the captions for the missing illustrations for Chapters 13 and 16. If you have exam-
ples which would serve, please let me know. I can scan them for you if you don't have that capability.
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Chapter 13 - Cross & Numerals
Figure 1. 5c maroon Cross & Numeral.
Figure 2. Wide control mark.
Figure 3. Narrow control mark.
Figure 4. Greek watermark.
Figure 5. Official letter with 10c registration fee.
Figure 6. 5c local letter with 10c fee to collect.
Figure 7. Mixed franking with 5c Cross & Numeral on white paper and 5c Sitting Helvetia

on granite paper.

Chapter 16 - Postage Dues
Figure 1. 1878-1910 design.
Figure 2a. Normal Type II frame.
Figure 2b. Inverted Type II frame.
Figure 3a. 1910-1924 design.
Figure 3b. Overprinted value from 1916-1924 period.
Figure 3c. 1924-1937 design.
Figure 3d. 1938-1956 design.
Figure 4. Domestic non-local letter with only local postage.
Figure 5. German international letter with only domestic postage.
Figure 6. Definitive stamp used as postage due stamp.

Here are some illustrations that would be nice in Chapter 29 — Errors and Varieties:

• 1908 25c Helvetia with Sword stamp with the underprint in the color of the 30c value (green)
rather than blue (Zumstein 109.1.09)

• In the same series, the 1Fr value missing its green underprint (Zumstein 115.1.09)
• 1924 1.20_Fr Shield stamp where the rose underprint missing (Zumstein 164.1.10)
• Missing blue on the 1968 Chess Olympics stamp (Zumstein 454.1.09)
• 1977 40c Europa stamp with the blue partially or completely missing (Zumstein 589.1.09 and .10)
• 1925 20c+(5c) Arms of Neuchâtel Pro Juventute with the black printing omitted (Zumstein WI

27.1.11)
• 1930 20c+(5c) Arms of Schaffhausen Pro Juventute with the green printing omitted (Zumstein WI

55.1.09)
• Inverted buff underprint on the 1933 20c+(5c) Costume of Ticino Pro Juventute stamp (Zumstein

WI 67.1.11)
• 1966 Eisvogel stamp (Zumstein 439.1.09)
• 5c First Tell Boy "Negerbub" (Zumstein 103.1.11)

One additional thing, does anyone have a cover from Campione d'Italia sent to Switzerland
with Swiss stamps or Italian stamps, and the same for covers sent to Italy? Also, the same question
about covers from Büsingen, Germany, to Switzer-
land with Swiss stamps or German stamps, and to
Germany with Swiss stamps or German stamps?

Please help in any way you can. If you have
the knowledge to write on the UN Geneva stamps, I
can help you get it into good form. Contact me at:
rtravis@alum.mit.edu, (828) 681-0581, or at P.O. Box
15053, Asheville, NC 28813-0053.

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS con-
ventions and shows:

May 22-24, 2009: PIPEX — Portland, OR;
contact George Struble, 210 18th St. NE,
Salem, OR 97301,gstruble@willamette.edu  

2010: CHICAGOPEX — Chicago, IL

2011: NAPEX — Washington, DC
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Pilatus (Zumstein 202) (realized CHF520) 	 Rhone Glacier (Zumstein 204) (realized CHF 500)

These seven of the values of the 1936 engraved Landscape definitive series were designed by Karl Bickel

Original Sketches by Karl Bickel
for the 1936 Landscape Definitives

by Richard T. Hall
In 1935 Karl Bickel was given the commission of a lifetime by the General Direction of the PTT

— the design of a complete new definitive series for Switzerland. At that time he could look back on a
successful 11-year collaboration with the PTT and world-wide fame as an engraver. Bickel's first de-
signs for the PTT were the 15c through 50c values of the 1923 air mail set (Zumstein 3-9). Following
that he designed the 20(+5)c value of the 1927 Pro Juventute issue (Zumstein WI 43), all the engraved
values of the Pro Juventute issues between 1932 and 1964, and the 1932 Gotthard Railway Anniver-
sary issue of 1932.

During the summer of 1935 he toured Switzerland by bicycle with a large sketch book, red
chalk, charcoal, a folding stool, and a tire repair kit. He evidentally visited all the locations shown in
the 1934 typographed Landscape definitives which had been designed by Eugen Jordi. Whether he
was under instructions from the PTT to incorporate those views in his new designs may or may not
have been the case. Perhaps he just liked the views that Jordi had captured. There are subtle differ-
ences between Bickel's designs and Jordi's (other than the obvious typographed versus engraved), par-
ticularly the Rhone Glacier and the Rhine Falls values. Bickel added two new designs, the view of the
Klus in Jura with Neufalkenstein and the Seealpsee with Säntis. But the rest is history — one of the
most recognizably Swiss definitive series which saw printings in the millions.

Bickel was also commissioned to design the 1949 Technik und Landschaft definitive set. While
one of the values in this set, the 35c Alpine Post Road in the Val d'Anniviers (Zumstein 304), is based
on one of the sketches he made in 1935, it remains to be seen if he also sketched the views in the other
11 values in that set.

In the Schwarzenbach auction of 18-19 April 2008, ten of these sketches were offered for sale to
the highest bidder. Of these ten sketches, seven were incorporated into the new definitive series and
one into the 1949 Technik und Landschaft definitive series. Through the courtesy of Herr Schwarzen-
bach, we are able to show you these ten sketches together with scans of the eight resulting stamps.
The prices realized for each sketch is given in the captions.
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Gotthard Railway - Val Leventina (Zumstein 205)
(realized CHF 1600)

Viamala (Zumstein 206) (realized CHF 1200)

Rhine Falls (Zumstein 207) (realized CHF500)

Neuflakenstein, Klus in Jura (Zumstein 208) (realized CHF 1800)

Seealpsee with Säntis (Zumstein 209) (realized CHF 520)

If you are interested in the more unusual Swiss material, the Schwarzenbach auctions bear
looking into.
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1949 Technik und Landschaft
definitive (Zumstein 304)

Alpine Post Road in the Val d’Anniviers (Zumstein 304) (realized CHF 500)

Unterwallis (unadopted) (realized CHF200) Splügen (unadopted) (realized CHF200)

Cheryl Ganz has alerted us to a Youtube video of footage of the Graf Zeppelin. You can
access it at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVP2pZX2yGo . Thanks, Cheryl!
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An Unpaid Letter from "Outside" the UPU
by Harlan F. Stone, CPhH

Individual con-
tributions of philatelic
knowledge from five
postal historians in
four countries have
helped solve the puz-
zle of a letter pre-
sumably from
Argentina via Italy to
Switzerland in 1879
(Figure 1). The let-
ter's cover arrived in
my collection in 2007
with a 2001 certificate
from a highly re-
garded Swiss expert
who recorded that he
had called on four other Swiss and one German collector in a collaborative effort to explain its postal
markings. His certificate, accompanied by his working notes, justifies the Swiss 110 centimes postage
due on the basis that the Argentine postage rate was 8 centavos doubled for a letter more than 15
grams, but it is unable to explain the "60" in blue crayon next to the 10c postage due stamp.

The following description of the cover and all its postal markings is based on the partial de-
scriptions contributed by the five postal historians I contacted, who were willing to share their knowl-
edge and point out their publications. The contributors are Ren6 Jacobsohn of Switzerland, Robert
Abensur of France, Martin Stempien of the United States, Grahame Lindsey of Great Britain, and Jo-
seph Geraci of the United States. This example of mutual assistance illustrates the maxim that in the
vast universe of postal history no one person can know everything.

The completed puzzle turns out to show postage due on a letter coming from outside the Uni-
versal Postal Union even though Argentina had become a UPU member the year before.

The presumption of an Argentine origin is based on the publicity label in the upper left corner.
This publicizes a "National Commission for Monument" for Leandro N. Alem (1844-1896), a former
provisional president of the Republic of Argentina. But there is no Argentine postage or postmark.

My first clue that more research on the cover was necessary came in a 2008 article stating that
the missing Argentine postage was really 16 centavos for a single-weight letter up to 15 grams (Aben-
sur and Jacobsohn).

The evidence on the envelope indicates that the writer turned over the letter illegally to an
Italian merchant ship in Buenos Aires sailing on a schedule of convenience for Genoa, a route officially
serviced by regularly scheduled Italian packets with contracts to carry all mail. When Argentina en-
tered the UPU on April 1, 1878, such private transportation was prohibited (Jacobsohn). A "Genova"
backstamp shows that the letter reached Genoa on June 29, 1879.

When someone from the merchant ship took the letter to the Genoa post office, it entered the
international mail system for the first time. An Italian postal clerk not only applied the arrival back-
stamp but also used a handstamp identifying a merchant ship ("con Bastim[entoj Mercant[ilej") as the
type that had carried the letter across the Atlantic Ocean without prepaid postage. In Italy, however,
mail arriving on a merchant ship was not regarded as illegal (Lindsey).

So the Italian post office clerk applied the "4" decimi (40 centesimi) handstamp showing the
usual charge in the 1870s for an unpaid private ship letter addressed to an Italian destination
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(Geraci). In his hurry, however, the clerk mistakenly processed it as an Italian domestic letter be-
cause he failed to notice " Svizzera" (Switzerland in Italian) at the top instead of the bottom of the ad-
dress. The 40c represented the total of 20c Italian domestic postage for a 15-gram letter, 10c postage
due penalty, and 10c gratuity for the ship's captain (Geraci).

Then the clerk realized that the letter was intended for a recipient in Switzerland and cor-
rected his mistake by crossing out the 4 decimi postage due amount. In place of this he invoked the
amount of 60 Latin Union centimes (the official UPU exchange currency) due to Italy according to its
"Table C". He also handstamped the cover with a "T" for taxe to alert the Swiss post office clerk to col-
lect postage due.

When the UPU began operations on July 1, 1875, it required the distribution of Table Cs list-
ing the amounts each member country would charge when forwarding an unpaid letter from outside
the union to a country inside the union, or the amount it would collect for forwarding a paid letter
from a country inside the union to one outside the union (Stempien). In the unpaid case, the interme-
diary country would use a blue crayon to note its charge for forwarding the letter within the UPU, and
in the prepaid case the country of origin would use a red crayon to record the amount the intermedi-
ary country expected to receive in reimbursement for forwarding the letter out of the UPU (Abensur).
Under these regulations, if there was no postal evidence documenting the origin of an unpaid letter,
the intermediary country could assume that it came from outside the union (Abensur). Table Cs con-
tinued in use until July 1, 1892, when the UPU letter postage rate became the same for European
members, overseas members and non-members.

Italy's Table C listed 60c for letters from Argentina or Uruguay (Stempien). After the post of-
fice clerk in Genoa wrote "60" with a blue crayon, he sent the letter onward to Switzerland, where it
reached the Lugano post office on June 30 (backstamp). A postal clerk at Lugano added up the post-
age due: 60c for the Italian trans-Atlantic charge and 50c for the Italy-to-Switzerland charge based on
the UPU penalty rate of double the Swiss international letter rate of 25c. (In the early years of the
UPU, the values of the Latin centime, Italian centesimo and Swiss centime were all equal.) The
Lugano post office collected the total 110c as the two postage due stamps show.

If the Argentine correspondent had prepaid his letter, he would have placed 16 centavos on the
envelope to cover the 8c charge for a 15-gram letter plus 8c for the seamail surtax to another UPU
member country (Jacobsohn). Or if he had dispatched his unpaid letter legally, the recipient pre-
sumably would have paid only 65c, the uniform Swiss charge for unpaid letters from UPU overseas
members from April 1, 1879, to May 31, 1883.

References
I am grateful to the five postal historians, not only for their published research, but also for

additional comments through emails or personal conversations.

• Abensur, Robert, and René Jacobsohn. "République Argentine: Les taxes des affranchissements
insuffisants pour l'étranger (1 avril 1878-30 septembre 1907)", Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung
3/2008; and personal correspondence, 2008.

• Abensur, Robert. "Tableau C et Mentions Manuscrites en Rouge et en Blue sur les lettres en
provenance ou à destination des pays situés en dehors de l'Union Postale (1875-1892): le tableau
C", Documents Philatéliques No. 187, 1er trimestre 2006.

• Geraci, Joseph J. Personal correspondence, 2008.

• Lindsey, Grahame. "Italy: Postal Rates during the Reign of Umberto I (1878-1900)",  Postscript ,
Society of Postal Historians, No. 56, Spring 2006; and personal correspondence, 2008.

• Stempien, Martin P. Jr. "GPU/UPU, 1875-1881: Mail from Outside the Union",  Postal History
Journal No. 90 (February 1992), No. 92 (June 1992), No. 93 (October 1992), No. 94 (February
1993), No. 95 (June 1993), No. 96 (October 1993); and personal conversations, 2008.
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by Richard T. Hall

Fig. 2. The chapel

Fig.1. Bundeskapelle
Cancel

Fig. 3. Second view of the chapel

Matterhorn Meanderings

The tradition begun in 2001 where the
August 1 (Bundesfeier) cancel from R^tli de-
picts a building important in Swiss history
continued this year with the cancel shown in
Figure 1. It depicts the Bundeskapelle in
Brunnen on the banks of the Vierwaldstätter-
see. A couple of photographs of the building
downloaded by Brunnen' s web sites are
shown in Figures 2 and 3.

You may recall back in my January
2007 column I addressed a question from Robert Bell, a collector of
typewriter postcards. Mr. Bell has just completed a 123-page book on
the subject entitled  Folded Typewriter Postcards. While it covers more

than the Swiss versions of these cards, those of you who collect
these postcards might be interested in this book. If so, contact Mr.
Bell at rmsbell@esedona.net .

I received a letter from Switzerland this past month with
an interesting handstamp on it. Unfortunately, the handstamp is
faint and doesn't reproduce well. It is a rectangular box about 2 1/2
x 3/4 inches with a 2-line legend "CH-4450 Sissach Taxe perçue
[space] c.". The envelope was franked with 2.20 fr in postage and
weighed 23 grams. I asked Michael Rutherfoord, my source for
anything about the Swiss postal service, about the marking. His
reply was

The sender was using an old rates table I guess, and for inland rate. Today it is 3.50 CHF.
The local PO did not hold up the letter in any way, but sent a postcard to the sender, ask-
ing for the missing 1.30 to by paid by sticking stamps on the card and returning it.

An interesting service I assume for well-known customers of the locality. Thanks, Michael.

A lot of post office changes again this month. I wonder when the process will stop.

1.On June 14, 2008, the post office at 6583 Pianezzo (canton Ticino) was closed
[assumed by 6512 Giubiasco]

2.On June 28, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

5026 Densbüren (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5027 Herznach]
6576 Gerra (Gambarogno) (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6573 Magadino] [K-cancel 138a was last
used on that date]
4584 Lüterswil-Gächliwil (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4583 Mühledorf]

3.On June 30, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

7545 Guarda (canton Graubfnden) [assumed by 7543 Lavin] [K-cancel 277b was last used on that
date]
7456 Sur (canton Graubfnden) [assumed by 7460 Savognin]

4.On July 12, 2008, the post office at 3961 Chandolin (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 3961 St-
Luc] [K-cancel 1560 was last used on that date]
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5.On July 26, 2008, the post office at 3673 Linden (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 3672 Oberdiess-
bach] [K-cancel 990a was last used on that date]

6.On July 31, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

1856 Corbeyrier (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1860 Aigle]
5272 Gansingen (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5274  Mattau]
[K-cancel 1281a was last used on that date]
9643 Krummenau (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9650 Nesslau]
[K-cancel 659 was last used on that date]
1783 Pensier (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1784 Courtepin]
8487 Zell (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8486 Rikon]

7.On August 2, 2008, the post office at 5525 Fischbach-Göslikon (canton Aargau) was closed [assumed by
5524 Niederwil] [K-cancel 1303 was last used on that date]

8.On August 8, 2008, the post office at 4310 Rheinfelden 2 Augarten [assumed by 4310 Rheinfelden 1]

9.On August 15, 2008, the post office at 7252  Klosters Dorf (canton Graubünden) was closed [assumed by
7250 Klosters] [K-cancel 112a was last used on that date]

10.On August 16, 2008, the post office at 8259 Kaltenbach (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 8260
Stein am Rhein 1]

11.On August 19, 2008, the post office at 8463 Benken (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by 8460 Mar-
thalen] [K-cancel 1347 was last used on that date]

12.On August 22, 2008, the post office at 4447 Känerkinden (canton Basel Land) [assumed by 4447
Känerkinden (don't ask me what this means!) [K-cancel 1375 was supposedly last used on that date]

13.On August 23, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

4446 Buckten (canton Basel Land) [assumed by 4447 Känerkinden(??)][K-cancel 1461 was last used
on that date]
3858 Hofstetten bei Brienz (canton Bern) [assumed by 3855 Brienz] [K-cancel 679a was last used on
that date]

14.On August 27, 2008, the post office at 8739 Rieden (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 8730 Uznach] [K-
cancel 639a was last used on that date]

15.On August 29, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

2803 Bourrignon (canton Jura) [assumed by 2802 Develier] [K-cancel 1567 was last used on that
date]
1944 La Fouly (canton Valais) [assumed by 1937 Orsières] [K-cancel 564a was last used on that date]
2924 Montignez (canton Jura) [assumed by 2926  Boncourt]
3923 Törbel (canton Valais) [assumed by 3922 Stalden] [K-cancel 1184 was last used on that date]

16.On August 30, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

5445 Eggenwil (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5620 Bremgarten 1][K-cancel 1402 was last used on
that date]
5243 Mülligen (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5212 Hausen]
6523 Preonzo (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6702 Claro]

17.On September 4, 2008, the post office at 8758 Obstalden (canton Glarus) was closed [assumed by 8753
Mollis] [K-cancel 699a was last used on that date]

18.On September 10, 2008, the post office at 5044 Schlossrued (canton Aargau) was closed [assumed by
5040 Schöftland]

Whew!
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Figure 2. 7th Division stamp 1939
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Deployment of the Swiss Army in 1939
by Richard T. Hall

I recently
purchased over
eBay the most fas-
cinating two-
volume set of
books entitled
"Die Schweiz im
Spiegel der Lande

-saustellung 1939"
("The Swiss in the
Mirror of the 1939
National Exhibi-
tion"). The two
volumes were
published in 1940
and are huge - 9 x
12 inches and over
2 inches thick - 816
pages in Volume I
and 886 pages in
Volume II. The
two volumes serve

Figure 1. Deployment of Swiss Army units in 1939

as a detailed summary of the Landesaustellung (Landi) from its planning to photographs of the opening
and closing ceremonies. It will serve as a valuable resource as I try to develop my "Landi 1939" exhibit.

But that's not the reason I'm writing this short note. One section of
the books deals with the Swiss army. Remember that World War II broke
out in September 1939 while the Landi was in progress. What I found par-
ticularly interesting
was a map of the de-
ployment of the vari-
ous sections of the
Swiss army. As a
Soldier stamp collec-
tor, one becomes fa-
miliar with the
various Divisions and
Brigades but with no
idea of where they

were deployed. Figure 1 is taken from page 192 of
Volume I and shows the geographic area each of the
Divisions and Brigades were drawn from. I hope this
will help clarify the choice of subjects for the various
Soldier stamps. It explains why the 7 th Division head-
quarters stamps show the coats of arms of St. Gallen,
Appenzell, and Thurgau - those cantons make up the
7th Division. Figure 2 shows one of these stamps
(Wittwer catalog number Kommandostabe 71).
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Taxe Pergue
(continued from page 1) the 8411 Winterthur post office, the stamp cancelled with their regu-
lar cancel and a hand cancel "taxe perçue 8411 Winterthur" applied. The airmail rate to the
United States being CHF 1.80 and the stamp having a value of CHF 1.00 (100 cents), the
missing postage amounted to CHF 0.80. The letter was sent on its way and this amount plus
a penalty of CHF 0.50 subsequently collected from the sender by sending him a card
constituting the bill for this amount, with the request to apply stamps in the missing amount
and to return it to the post office, whereby this response would not require any postage. This
document is seen in Figure 3.

Figure 3. Card mailed by Swiss Postal Service to collect missing postage

Swiss Museum of
Communication "Not
for Communication"

by Harlan F. Stone

In the mid-1990s my wife Helen Gala-
tan-Stone discovered, during one of our phila-
telic trips to Switzerland, the Hirzel U.S.
collection in the Museum of Communication in
Bern. Back in New York she described its fan-
tastic multiples of the first two U.S. stamps

both on and off covers to other members of the
Collectors Club. Eventually news of this for-
gotten collection, formed years ago by a Swiss-
American, reached the staff of the National
Postal Museum (NPM) in Washington.

Alas, the dedicated efforts of the NPM
staff to arrange a loan for display in Washing-
ton next year came to naught. The NPM cura-
tor, Cheryl Ganz (widow of Felix Ganz for
whom the Helvetia grand award is named),
publicly reported at NOJEX in May that the
Swiss kept insisting on more and more expen-
sive safeguards and guarantees until the frus-
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trated NPM representatives finally walked
away from the negotiating table early this year.

Now comes similar news from Georges
Schild, president of the Swiss Consilium Phi-
lateliae Helveticae and organizer of GABRA V,
the next all-stationery exhibition to be held in
Bern next year by the Swiss Society for Collec-
tors of Postal Stationery. The Swiss museum
has turned down his request to borrow its col-
lection of some 900 worldwide commemorative
stamps that show the UPU monument in Bern,
which will reach its 100th anniversary next
year, even though he says he spent his own
money five years ago to make the collection
complete. The museum told Georges that it
makes loans only to institutions like other mu-
seums that can guarantee conservational con-
ditions for proper handling, climate control,
lighting and security. "This is not the case with
stamp exhibitions," the museum wrote.

Georges points out that every philatelic
exhibition contains displays valued at millions
of francs. Even the Queen of England loans
parts of her collection. Even the Swiss gov-
ernment sent its 1291 "Bundesbrief" to Phila-
delphia last summer, the first time its
"declaration of independence" had ever left
Switzerland. "You may be sure that I am fight-
ing against this incredible attitude" Georges
said, referring to the Swiss curator. "The Mu-
seum of Communication seems not to be a mu-
seum for communication but a graveyard for
philatelic items."

Member News
by George Struble

The purpose of this column is to build
community among us by sharing news that
helps us relate to each other as people —
friends! — not just as fellow collectors. To help
accomplish this, please give me news of your-
self or AHPS member friends.

After the passing of his wife Alice, Ernie
Bergman had a quadruple heart bypass opera-
tion and was in hospital for four weeks. He is
back in circulation, and we trust he will soon
regain his pep as the ornery old goat we know
and love!

Bruce Marsden is about to finish nine
years on the Board of Directors of Hostelling

International, where he also served as chair of
the audit committee.

Rudy Keller grew up and was educated
in Switzerland, earning his final degree from
the Swiss Federal Institute in Zürich. He ran a
research lab for twenty years, then moved to
Pennsylvania. He inherited his father's exten-
sive stamp collection.

Mike Peter is a high school basketball
referee from November through February. He
already has 55 games on his schedule just for
January 2009!

Dick Hall just went off two boards: one,
of which he was chairman, was Riverlink, de-
voted to redevelopment of the French Broad
River, which runs through Asheville on its way
to Knoxville. The other was the North Caro-
lina Arboretum Society.

New Members
We are delighted to welcome 9 new

members since our last report of May 2008, as
well as the reinstatement of John Buckner and
Fred I. Smith:

Buel Boaz
	

Duleep Shahani
California

	 India

Werner Gattiker
	

Thomas P. Slavin
Great Britain

	

Ohio

Jim Johnstone
	

Richard M. VanGorder
Australia

	 Arizona

Steven C. Opheim
	

Rudolf E. Vogeli
Minnesota

	

Washington

Jon A. Schlosser
New Mexico

SWITZERLAND. Complete collections of
semipostals 1913-91 (B1-571, no S/S). Mint
(mostly NH, but earlies mostly lh), all F-VF
priced postpaid @$350.00. The same used
priced at $475.00 (Zumstein cat. Sfr 2675).
Also available comprehensive collections of
Swiss stamps especially for 1862-1990. Send
for listings. Want lists filled either mint or
used. C.R. Chambliss, Box 804, Kutztown,
PA 19530, tel. 610-683-6572.
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